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Home of the “Forever Crown” 

Where Dr. White guarantees the crown for life! See website for details, www.cranburydental.com.

Dennis J White, D.M.D.
41 NORTH MAIN STREET

CRANBURY, NEW JERSEY 08512

 (609) 395-0764

A crown restoration is recommended for a weakened or fractured tooth. Crowns are superior to fillings because of their composition which is:
·  Gold  (white or yellow), or Titanium   or a
·  Porcelain fused to gold   or an 
·  Esthetic all-ceramic crown
1.
ORAL HYGIENE CARE BEFORE CROWN IMPRESSION 
Floss area and massage gums, particularly, one week before impression date. That is, brush 3 times a day and floss twice a day.  Healthy tissue decreases the time in the dental chair and makes the area ready for an enhanced impression. 

2.
CROWN IMPRESSION APPOINTMENT  ---  estimate appointment is 2 hours

Dr. White will remove any decay. The tooth is shaped and polished preparing it for impressions.  There is usually an additional fee for a crown buildup unless a cast post procedure is alternatively.
A temporary crown will be placed on the tooth for 2-3 weeks while the crown is made.
3.
TEMPORARY CROWN CARE 
It is critical for the temporary crown to stay securely on the tooth until you receive the permanent crown.   Do not brush the temporary the day of the impression.  Resume brushing in 3 days and keep the area clean by rinsing with Listerine. 
Carefully pull the floss through sideways rather than pulling it up toward the top of the tooth. 

Stay on a soft diet, and do not eat anything sticky or hard/tough. 

If the temporary crown is loose or comes off - please call our office right away at (609) 395-0764. 

4.
ADJUSTMENT AND EVALUATION OF CROWN  ---  shorter visit
Dr. White will adjust and cement the permanent crown.  It may be necessary for Dr. White to adjust an opposing tooth as part of the actual crown refinement.
There is always a chance that the crown will not actually be cemented that day if it does not meet the required shape, color, and appearance standards and returned to the lab for enhancements.  

Be sure that you are satisfied with the color and shape, especially on an anterior tooth.  After permanent cementation, a crown is difficult, and sometimes, impossible, to alter.  
The day the crown is cemented, “baby” that area:  Brush all of your teeth as normal, except do not brush/floss the area of the new crown, stay on a soft diet, etc... The next day you can resume your normal oral hygiene. 
In all instances, please phone our office one week after cementation and inform us of the results. 

Additional general information:
Sometimes the permanent crown can be sensitive to temperature for several weeks or months.  The last molars are particularly susceptive to this type of sensitivity. This reaction will eventually subside over time.  

There is about a 1-2% chance of eventually needing a root canal subsequent to a crown procedure. This is true with any large restoration, not just a crown. 
All-ceramic crowns are chosen for the best possible esthetics. They are also used for patients who want metal free restorations. However, these all-ceramic restorations may be slightly more likely to fracture.  Manufacturers claim the strength is 90% the strength of a regular crown. The great benefits certainly support the use of all ceramic crowns, but if they do fracture … it is the risk of the patient. To date, Dr. White has experienced only a single fracture, so they are indeed strong!
If A Root Canal is necessary: 
Dr. White may recommend that your tooth would benefit from having a root canal performed. We are referring you to an endodontist for an evaluation to perform this procedure. 
An endodontist is a dental specialist who fills the internal root portion of the tooth with a material called gutta percha. This process can take one or two visits depending on the tooth.  At the end of the root canal procedure the endodontist places a temporary filling where the tooth was opened.
The smooth feeling of this temporary filling may change in character, and this is normal. Our office will contact you within a few days after the completion of this root canal to schedule a restorative appointment. If you do not hear from us, please contact our office. 

Please review the attached referrals so that you may obtain an idea of what your fee would be.

If you have any questions after reviewing this please contact Dr. White’s office at (609) 395-0764 before your appointment date.   Thank you.
A crown is a lifetime restoration depending on your care.

Make it a point to always floss and massage gums well with your toothbrush.
